1 THE WALLACES I 

Dear Mr. Price: 

Having read in your paper of Janu¬ 
ary 30 the articles on the Wallaces I 
am sending you a copy of a paper i 
that belonged to my grandfather, 
John Wallace. He at one time lived 
at Callahan, Va., and drove sta; e 
coach on the .James River and Ka¬ 
nawha turnpike. I am also sending 
you an article printed in the Rock¬ 
bridge News about Big Foot Wallace. 
I have often heard my father and 
uncle say we were of the same family 
as Big foot Wallace. 

Very truly, . 

W. E. Wallace. 

Hillsboro, W. Va. 

Ohio May 14th, 1837. 

A memorandum of the ages of 
Samuel Wallace’s children: 

Margaret Wallace was born Febru¬ 
ary the 4th, 1805. 

John Wallace was born February 
4th, 1807. 

Malinda Wallace was born May 11, 

1800. 
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I ary the 4th, 1805. Tr 

John Wallace was born February cel 
4th, 1807. ' I. ' ; 

Malinda Wallace was born May 11, Tt 
1809. 

Hannah Wallace was born July 23, at 
1812. II, 

Samuel Wallace was born Kovem- Hr 
her the 7th, 1814. ti( 

This is a true statement of our te 
ages. al 

Hannah Wallace died May the 6th, of 
1833. . Ur 

Dr. Thornton Whaling, former pas Ud 
tor of the Presbyterian church of ac 
Lexington, Va., and immediately a( 
afterwards pastor of the First Presby u 
terian church of Dallas, Texas, for a 
live years, is n great admirer of Big d 
Boot Wallace, the Texas ranger, llis 
birthplace is about a mile south of a 
the courthouse at Lexington. The s 
•areer of liijg Foot Wallace deeply a 
interested him, and he fully inform¬ 
ed himself of his history' by records 1 
witlilvi his reach when a Dallas, Texas 


v..~ vwm mouse at Lexington. The 1 s < 
career of Big Foot Wallace deeply 1 & 
interested him, and he fully inform-1 
ed himself of his history by records 1 1 
within his reach when a Dallas, Texas! 
pastor. He thinks Virginia should 
honor him as one of her great sons. 
Under date of January 19, he there-1 
fore writes Dr. Emmett W. McCorkle - 
of Rockbridge, now residing tempor- j 
arily at Ashland, Ky., a letter on the ' 
subject, which the latter has kindly 
handed the County News for publica-1 
tion. The letter follows: < 

I spent some years in Texas as pas¬ 
tor of First Presbyterian church, I < 
Dallas (1905-1910). I learned many 
lessons, for which I am devoutly 
thankful, one of them is to evaluate 
justly and highly the ideals and stan¬ 
dards of the great West and the 
‘•Lone Star” state in particular. 

The supreme questions asked in 
reference to any man is 44 What can 
he doY” and “Can he do it well?” 
Preachers, politician, hankers, mer- 
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Danas tiy05-1910). 

lessons, for which 1 am devoutly \ 0 f 
thankful, one of them is to evaluate led 
justly and highly the ideals and stan- \ dei 
dards of the great West and the 
“Lone Star” state in particular. 

The supreme questions asked in 
reference to any man is “What can 
he do?” and “Can lie doit well?” 
Preachers, politician, bankers, mer¬ 
chants, engineers, carpenters, soldiers 
all must meet these searching ques¬ 
tions and tests. 

Judged from this point of view 


1 ? 


Rockbridge county in “Old Virginia 
furnished to Texas the two men who 
did more for that mighty and impe¬ 
rial state than any other two in its 
wonderful and dramatic history. 
The service rendered by Sam Houston 
is universally and justly recognized 
! and monuments enshrine his name 
for all succeeding generations. 

ihit for some reason the unique 
ind invaluable service given to Texas 
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I nil' oiiiy way powsiim? i>y Daiue anu -' 

I tmvi'itsltiff w:ir which drove Llie bar-' . certif 
/<>arl;ms lnl<> a section afterward \^P ee ' a ' c 
j known as “Indian Territory.” Cap-!h° n dasr 

! tain (lor that was his title, as in the!____ 

| case of Captain John Smith) Wallace! 
conquered more Indians and secured TrUSti 
! more territory with less bloodshed! Pursu 
j titan any other man ever did in i me by a 
American history. This statement is! Decemt 
[ sufficient vindication for his methods. \ Bennett 
11 is second contribution was as! wife, t 
leader of Texas Bangers preventing! secure 
tlie incoming of vast hosts of Mexi-1 payniei 
cans who otherwise would have flood-1 record 
ed the state and changed its entire 1 county 
character and history. The Rangers! West 
protected hundreds of miles of border! numb 
lines to cross which was the desire of truste 
untold thousands of Mexicans, and if! 
tliere liad been no Rangers there! coma 
never would have been either the Re- (front 
public or afterwaids the state of Poca 
Texas. 1 Marl 

Rockbridge and Lexington and to tl 
Virginia ought to mark the birth- of la 


p and earlv home of Wallace, as 
a true and worthy representative of I 
the ullant Scotch*Irish slock, to 
wImjUi our whole country U so great 

a debtor. i'ordiaUy. 
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man is ready to shoot him to death. 
It is pretty hard to tell whether all 
the sheep that are charged to the 
bear are its victims. The dog may 
be responsible for some of the dam¬ 
age. 

All city students of natural history 
are friends of the bear. They do not 
seem to be able to grasp a simple fact 
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a niDUiing on tne jury system _ 

true that we can waive a jury but no 
one can waive it for us. 

The bear has every requirement for 
big game thrills. Naturally a vege¬ 
tarian it is not necessary that any life 
die that it may live. It is a bug and 
worm destroyer. It eats nettles and 
all sorts of weeds. It glories in the 
berry crop that is produced in such 
lavishness in these mountains. And 

, all kinds of nuts form its natural 
ie game birds f 00c j is as } iarm ] ess t 0 t | ie WO ods 

increased so | asadeer Its courage is great. Its 
cunning unexcelled. Its flesh the 
finest sort of food. Its fur stands at 
the top of the list. It is modest and 
retiring. A good citizen except for a 
weakness for sheep. The bear is the 
biggest game of the Appalachians. 

.The county of Pocahontas put a 
price upon its head but two years 

J l%J h nnT n ll C ? Ult had to out 
to be destoy -/.',;- 00 : 00 [ or the forty bears proved 

that nature/n“ d ,J oand . Jt so expensive they re- 
iturbed. / P, ecJ the bounty law. 
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of'tht’ 1 1° shoot thinking .. :r i, e 

iiinir the big bear and knowing that 
n^did not give it a fatal shot it won 
..die* charge him. But being hungry and 
make some what desperate he tired at the 
r Jias pile, and the big bear that lie had 
veied been following, sprang up and ran 
reass 1 towards him. Waters leaped and 
caught a lower limb on a tree and the 
or it bear ran under his feet and com 
nate menced to tight a big boulder. Wa 
why ters loaded his gun in haste and 
! to spoke to the bear which turned its 
•hid I head and was siiot and killed. 

f>n another occasion lie was on the 
i t<- j top of a high mountain, 
at- was rim rock over a 
any high. The bear 
ter commenced to 

icr. terrible and Waters drew ms ir oi 
te* tomahawk and fought the bear for t 
u few minutes. The t—*’ * 

l v ? et ; a,,(l Waters jumped on its back 

a * they reached the preci¬ 
pice, be |||(, .j |j)ow ( 
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bis gallows WatflP'toi 


^ cessa ryti iiat any life j he tied the boar with 
,e. Jt is a bug and and brought it in. 

it eats nettles and I Waters says that he was a vouiw* 
i. It glories in the I boy when he killed his first deer n? 

produced in such was given a kind of a swivel shot mi.. 
• mountains. And ; barrel six feet long, which he loaded 
form its natural j with a handful of powder and twen- 

He wag gJven 


form its natural l wun a uanunii of p ( 
iless to the woods j ty four big buckshot, 
ige is great. Its : a stand on the bank of a river about 
. Its flesh the one hundred and fity steps across 
Its fur stands at He stood with his back to a double 
It is modest and tree with a fork in it Presently 
zen except for a / Mg buck jumped into the river op po ! I 

me steadily across 
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and when the deer was climbing out 
of the water within a few feet of him 
he bred full in its face. The deer 
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a Rood de al to do with, 
■■Klitlng the wolves of his region. Jfe/ 
able to trap them and that made] 
inin an Important man in h Is ■county,/ 
»or wolves held hack the raising’' of I 
slier p many weary years In thosv 
mount.aI iih. < >n one occasion, snow j 
►i» the ground, he cumu to a trap 
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Entered nt Mio Postotllco at MarUn 
ton, W. Vh., as second class matter. 
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The legislature passes game laws to \ \tse\f in 
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protect desirable animals tit for food, \ petite. 
and these laws are pretty well obsev- an arm 
led by tbe educated, but there Is a ate am 
predatory set of creatures which do\ observ 
not believe in proldbitlon and Vivey \ *•«'- 
kilt constantly and practlc*"- 































































yamuce ui power lias ihm-ii tiisuir- 
Ihm! and Mint tlie boasts and birds of 
l»rov are the solo beneficiaries of the 
Iron laws. The boy with a gun could 
always be de|>ended upon to till a 
varment’s hide full of shot and there 
by save the lives of harmless and 
useful animals. 

The word varment Is not from tin* 
word vermin. Vermin means a worm, 
and Is applied to the smaller forms of 
life. The lexicographers who never 
lived in the Appalachaian Mountains I 
or ever heard of the word except 
through such men as Davy Crockett | 
or James Fenimore Cooper, have 
jumped to the conclusion that owing 
to the use of the word in England 
that it is a corruption of vermin from 
vermes, a worm. 

Some years ago I made a research 
about this word and accumulated 
some notes and published my conclu¬ 
sions that the word was a corruption 
of the word vourment, meaning de¬ 
voured. Our people never called tleas, 
gnats, caterpillers, and the like var¬ 
ments. They called them vermin at 
the same time that they called a wild¬ 
cat a varment, and that is within my 
recollection. The presence of the 
meat-eaters in the woods was usually 
revealed by ravages in the sheep field, 
the hog-pen, or the forest. An in- 
•juest was held by the finder of the 
sign and he sized up the evidence. 
Jle would mention finding the man 
glcd ixxly of a deer. His hearers 
won id ask: ‘What did the vourment 
took like." And the 
^ ' panther.” After strychnine 

w** Introduce! | n u, this county near¬ 
ly a hundred yenrn ago, It became the 
partis* oftht U»t hunters to carry 
a hoUit' whenever lht*\ 


and Ih reureu ami 
mr.la trreat and small. 
grl/./Jy bear away from : 
deer, and the panther U 
immediately. They s« 
that while they could 
robber, that they wool* 
Injured themselves Lha 
be worth the light. I 
the weasel tril»e knows 
weights and odds wliei 
contest. 

One of the traits 
mail such a relentless 
wolverene, is the prac 
game out of traps. P 
set a line of traps ove 
route and before lie h 
a trip to take up an 
been caught, a woivei 
the course and takt 
and eaten it on the si 
With all the anlim 
as well as a number 
trappers, it has been 
the wolverene lias n 
such great numbers 
take the country. 1 
theory now that the 
eating anything wit 
tacks the porcupine 
quills in the coun 
that it dies the fc 
Some of the more ir 
seem to know how 



. 7 * * , *»**»f tourmeiit, to iioImoi 

TV.'* 1 *" “»i* u»y did 

* ,l41 ,,ir Of ttiu 


pine and kill it befi 
thousand arrows. " 
up and at the right 
a paw nnd disc mho 
aiul it vs not tone 
\nd it is nid that 
the same tiling, 
wolverene or ci>yot 
tills lime and no p 
It U hard to el 
the sheep killing 
Um* do* that kill 
like Luciftr ha* 



revealed by ravage* in the slicep new. \ t mu- -- 
the li*»»?-pen. or the f.vrejat. An in- Some of the m«>re into K 
quest was held bv the finder of the seem to know now to n 
.sl«n and he sized up the evidence, pine ami kill it before it 
Jfe would mention dndintr the man- thousand arrows l he p 
jfled body of a deer. His hearers up am! at the right turn 
would ask: ‘ What did the vourraent j a paw nml dlHi*mlx»we\s 
l<K>k like ” And the answer might and does not tone « it v\n 
be: “A panther.” After strychnine i And it is said that the 
was introduced into this county near- l the same thing. * 


i And it is said that the 
the same thing. We 


!y a hundred yenrsago. it became the wolverene or coyote in 


practise of the best hunters to carry l this time and no po«v'« 
some in a bottle and whenever they Ills hard t« J 
found signs of vourment, to polwn the sheep killing dog 
the carcass and in this way they <did the dog that kills . 
a great deal to rid the woods of this: like ^uclftr 

kl The° f futures have practical £S?n, enjoyid the 
disarmed U.e American people' and “ | the hearts or the hut 
is hard to imagine where the riflemen one little wooly sin 
are to be secured for the next war. has lost nil Ills Stan 
They Insist on choice youth in their' n,unity, and the «v 
twenties t« liRlit the war brought on I man is ready to she 
by hob-nailed livers, and they ought i t is pretty hard t 
t.o Jet every boy carry a Kim without t>he sheep that uri 
license and it would be no bad Idea hear are Its vietiu 
to present him with a gun. be responsible for 

The word varment was applied to age. 
the larger animals. The following All e lby students 
were the most prominent of the class: are friends of the 
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age. 
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far as a purist in mountain language a « i n , 
has observed k of the r *S hts ° r 
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birds .No one has ovei iwsu 
word varment to describe the eagle 
or the oilier winged meat eaters so 
far as a purist in mountain language 
lias observed. 

Mention should be made however 
that in England that the use of the 
word vermin did not always apply to 
creeping and crawling things. As 
soon as any animal of any kind got to 
be a menace to the people it was 
called vermin. In some of the coun¬ 
ties there were regular vermin hun¬ 
ters who destroyed such things as 
moles, field mice, and other enemies 
of the farmer. 

In that country of great game pre¬ 
serves, the game keeper was a hun¬ 
ter and trapper of game eating ani¬ 
mals, excepting the sacred fox. And 
this warfare was carried on so relent¬ 
lessly, that at times, the meat eaters 
were eliminated, and the game birds 
and hares and rabbits increased so 
enormously that the livings of the 
people were threatened. It was a 
country of intense farming. The 
lord of the manor might take great 
stretches of the country for game pre¬ 
serves, while the poor lived off their 
gardens and truck patches. Thus a 
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nMti’tf garden would he destroyed price upon It* 
hv the scour#*' of rabbits, and then a ^ c fj, e count 
Hie hares and rabbits In their turn $ 1200.00 for t. 
became vermin and were to be clestoy- ;in d found it 
ed. The nice balance that nature pealed the l>ou 
liad provided had been disturbed. j n roaming 

In the United States the balance jg more comr 
was destroyed by the importation of bear sign in c< 
tiie English sparrow and for fifty tracks, logs 
years the country was divided on the ^rubs, nettle 
question, the vast majority being droppings ar 
against the jolly little bird. But j s nothing h 
something has happened to the spar- ^an a ^ ar 
row. lie is not in evidence. At least } 1US roam ed ’ 
not here anymore. Suspicion attaches course of a lr 
to a roughneck that has come here in h i R pvpc „ 0 
such great numbers, the starling, rho Jmptimt 
The starling brings a good reputation a beX aniS 
to tins country but be lias not been , 

received by all the best people, though d 

many of us did not bar the English ani °*' her 
sparrow. The American stariino- • large be 

(meadowlark) has not a stain upon I by f Le c v 

his character. ^ Annals of S( 
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• n »w me American 

(Sow lark) has not a stain upon 

‘‘‘in'SS5! up t,,e list of undesira¬ 
ble members of the meat eaters, the 
weasel, considering his size, easily 
led all the rest. This bloodthirsty 
brute fears nothing, if it meet a 
man armed with a gun in a path in 
the woods and knows that it is ob¬ 
served it will hold its ground with 
the air of an angry lion and intimate 
to the hunter that if he does not want 
to be destroyed he had better turn 
back or go a long way around This 
has resulted in many a one being shot 
the bullet boring a hole through the 
body that a man could thrust his 
arm through, as the old hunter re¬ 
marked about a ground squirrel that 
he had gunned. The weasel weighs 
about the same as a common rat and 
can easily kill the largest rooster on ; 
the farm and suck the blood. 

One of the most aggravating tilings ; \ 
connected with the weasel is its habit * 
of concealing itself in the cliffs or. 
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11 , day and shoots a grey 

"luirrel from the top of a tall tree 
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